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Lesson 16: Evaluating the Credibility of a Passage
Evaluating the credibility of a passage involves determining whether the passage is accurate and whether you can believe that the facts stated are true. To evaluate the credibility of a factual passage, look at the following:

· What is the source of the information? Can you determine if the source is an expert in this field? Are you told how the information was collected?

· What is the evidence backing up the facts? Are you given statistics, and are the source of the facts given?

· What is the tone of the passage? Is the tone informational? The passage should be neutral and unemotional.

DIRECTIONS: You are conducting research on which kinds of dogs are most popular in the United States. When surfing the Web, you come across this passage called “Survey Says.” As you read, look for indications of whether the passage is credible or not. Then answer the questions that follow.
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1   Do you ever wonder what types of dogs are the most popular in the United States? Are the same  canines popular in different states?  How many people own more than one dog? How many  people bought dogs at pet stores and how many rescued dogs from animal shelters? Some people  in New York set out to answer these questions last year.     2   The facts show that lots of people like big dogs like Lab rador retrievers and German  shepherds. Poodles are more popular than dachshunds. Some people like small dogs, too,  although people like me think that small dogs have really high - pitched, annoying barks.     3   All of the people in the survey own dogs, and some o f them own two or three. A few people  even own four dogs. People who live in houses have big dogs. People who live in apartments  have small dogs. I personally think it ’s cruel to own any kind of dog if you live in a city.     4   The authors talked to a few peopl e in different states and found that people everywhere like  the same dogs — except in Colorado and Tennessee. People in New England own a different  number of dogs than people on the West Coast. People in Texas sure like golden retrievers,  even though they sh ed a lot.     5   People get their dogs from animal shelters and animal stores. Some people get their dogs from  friends or relatives. Older people tend to get their dogs from shelters and stores, while younger  people get pets from other people.     6   Overall, the peop le who conducted this study found that people really like their dogs. This  only goes to prove that dogs make better pets than cats.  
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1.   What is the source of this passage? What does   this tell you about whether or not the passage is  credible?                                       2.   How would you describe the author ’s tone in this passage — is it neutral or biased? What does this tell  you about the credibility of this passage?                                       3.   State three other reasons why this passage is or is not credible.                                
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