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The  tone  of a passage is the  author’s  feelings toward his or her subject, ideas, theme, or  characters. For example, if an article has an objective tone, the author treats the issues in a  balanced, unbiased  way.  If an ar ticle has an enthusiastic or passionate tone, the author  shows strong feeling about the topic. Looking carefully at the  author’s  word choice will help  you determine the   tone.   DIRECTIONS:  Read the following passage about a young girl’s vacation in Maine. Th en  answer the questions that follow it.  
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  Name Date                                  

Lesson 13: Determining Tone  
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1   Every  summer,  my family drove to Maine. Throughout the 9 - hour car trip, we would  sleep and fight and snack, growing increasingly  grumpy.  But we all perked up when  we looked up to see the  “Welcome  to Maine” sign ju st ahead of us. “Come on, kids,  open your windows!” said Mom, and we unrolled them just in time to scream  “MAINE!” as we slid past the  border.  We  kept the windows unrolled and breathed in  deeply.  Yes,  we could smell it, that faint whiff of ocean  air.  Maine  smelled  different; we  were convinced of that.  We  let the air fill our  car,  swirl our  hair,  and sweep away the  irritations of the   day.   2     Now it was just a half - hour drive to our cottage.  We  followed the signs for  Wells  Beach, turning off the highway and onto  smaller,  cluttered streets lined with antique  shops and hotels. There was the shop where we bought choco late - glazed donuts. My  mother had gone there when she was a little girl, too. There was the bric - a - brac store  that sold giant plastic lobsters. And at last, we reached the turn - off point — the old  motel with a plastic duck on the roof. At this sight, we brok e into a  cheer.  We  were  almost   there!   3     Our car wound past fields of marsh grass and winding inlets of bright blue  water.  Then we slid onto a  shady,  tree - lined street — the very last stretch of our trip! Here, the  speed limit was 25 m.p.h., so we got a good v iew of each cottage: the laundry lines,  the surfboards, the rickety porches. Families passed by us, toting towels and beach  balls. They looked at our car  dreamily,  as if we were coming from another world. And  all we could say to our parents was “Hurry! Fas ter!” and we held our breath, waiting  for the moment of   arrival.   4     At last, after what seemed like an  eternity,  our car crunched into the driveway of  our cottage. The minute the car was still, we tumbled out, shedding our shoes, feeling  the prickly grass of   the lawn on our   feet.   5     “Can   we   go   see   the   ocean   before   we   unpack?”   we   asked.   “Please?   We   won’t   be  long.” My parents nodded with a   smile.  
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1.   Reread paragraph 1. What phrases or images in this paragraph suggest the  author’s  feelings about   Maine?                   2.   In parag raphs 2 – 4, the author includes a step - by - step description of the trip from the  Maine border to her cottage. What does all this detail suggest about her emotional state?  Explain.                           3.   Think   of   three   words   that   describe   the   tone   of   this   passage   and   write   them   below.        
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6     So we ran across the street, through the footpath, and onto the sandy beach. There  was the ocean, spread out in front of us. Our wide, wild, roaring ocean.  We  ran as fast  as we could down to the  ocean’s  edge, plunging our toes in its numbing  water,  gigglin g and splashing, our hearts swelling with the joy of   arrival.  


