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Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________     Lesson 78       Using Semicolons and Colons       Use a   semicolon   to join parts of a compound sentence when a conjunction such as  and, but,   or  or   is not used. Use a semicolon to join parts of a compound sentence when the main clauses are long  and are subdivided by commas.     The thunder sounded louder ;   the downpour was on ly minutes away.     Mom’s bird feeders, all fourteen of them, constantly needed to be refilled ;   but our yard  had more sparrows, chickadees, and robins than any place in town.     Use a   colon   to introduce a list of items that ends a sentence. Use a phrase such a s  these, the following,   or  as follows   before the list. Do not use a colon immediately   after a verb or a preposition.     The jerseys are available in the following colors :   red, blue, green, and purple.     Claire bought fabric, thread, and buttons.     Use a  colon to separate the hour and the minute when writing the time of day.     Use a colon after the salutation of a business letter.     The mail carrier usually arrives at 3 : 15   P . M .     Dear Ms. Carley :   To whom this may concern :         Exercise 1   Add colons or semicolons where necessary. Use the delete symbol (    ) to eliminate  any colons or semicolons used incorrectly.     Flying kites is a popular pastime ;   people all over the world fly creative kites.       1.  Murray went straight home ;   but after he reached his house, he realized that he hadn’t brought his  homework.       2.  I have the following things to trade :   four video cartridges, a catcher’s mitt, and a set of handlebars.       3.  The Kos’ new home has: a tennis court, a three - car garage, and a swi mming pool.       4.  The eclipse will begin at 5 : 34 A.M.       5.  Dear Ms. Esterbrook :       6.  Camels are impressive creatures ;   they are much larger than one might imagine.       7.  The weather was very good for gardens this summer ;   our flowers bloomed more than any time I can  remember.  
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Name  ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________       8.  Without hesitation, Kevin took the oath ;   now he is a full - fledged police officer.       9.  Mom, I need the following items :   a red sweater, my stamp collection, and sever al extra pairs of socks.       10.  The movie begins at 8 : 30   P . M .       11.  The items missing from the first - aid kit were: a tourniquet, adhesive tape, and iodine.       12.  His library is filled with many kinds of books ;   his favorites are the mysteries.       13.  Did you mean 6 : 20   A . M . or   P . M .?       14.  Dear Mrs. Gallagher :       15.  Those persons selected for the dance committee are as follows :   Karen, Estella, Harvey, and May - Li.       16.  Can you be there by 10 : 15?       17.  Sue and Harry walked home from  school ;   they got caught in the rain when they were halfway home.       18.  The Athletic Boosters will meet at 7 : 30   P . M .       19.  By the time the bus got to Akira’s stop, the rain had stopped ;   but as he stepped off the bus, he landed  in a deep puddle.       20.   Most of the  electronics available here were made; in Japan, Korea, or Mexico.       21.  This letter is to confirm your order for the following items :   a fishing rod, a spinning reel, and a  tackle box.       22.  Dear Councilman Harper :       23.  On our hike, I saw these animals :   two deer, a muskr at, a rabbit, and four squirrels.       24.  Manuel selected the following electives :   art, choir, and band.       25.  Kyle sent postcards: to Angie, Martha, and Hiroshi ;   but Martha’s card never arrived.       26.  Sarah received these presents :   a softball bat, a socket set, and a blow   dryer.       27.  The nominees for president are; Phil, Caroline, and Soku.     28.  Some of the items to be auctioned are: a bedroom suite, a dinette set, and a television.  


