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Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________     Lesson 13     Verbs: Transitive and  Intransitive         Depending on its use in a particular sentence, an action verb can be either transitive or intransitive.  A   transitive verb   is followed by a word or words called the   direct object   that answers the  question  what?   or  whom?   An   intransitive verb   is an action verb that does not have a direct object.     TRANSITIVE: Shawn  painted   landscapes and portraits. ( Landscapes   and  portraits   make  up the compound direct object that answers the question  what?   Shawn painted.)     INTRANSITIVE: Shawn  p ainted   beautifully. (There is no direct object answering the  question  what?   or  whom?   Shawn painted.)           Exercise 1   Draw two lines under each action verb. Draw one line under each direct object. In  the blank, write  T   if the verb is transitive or  I   if the verb is intransitive.     Aaron painted his house white.       1.   Hiroko plays softball and tennis every summer.       2.   The pigeon drank water from the muddy puddle.       3.   The eagle soared higher and higher in the sky.       4.   The stern judge gave a harsh sentence to the defendant.       5.   The happy baby wore a toothless grin.       6.   New Zealand lies about 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers) southeast of Australia.       7.   City council meets once a week.       8.   Maria prepares dinner for the fa mily.       9.   The artist paints colorful, geometric designs.       10.   The news reporter lifted her eyebrows in disbelief.       11.   The news of war shocked the nation and the world.       12.   The timid man muttered under his breath.       13.   Most dinosaurs  resembled birds in their leg and foot structure.       14.   The assistant coach made a suggestion.       15.   The buffalo herd stampeded across the prairie.    
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Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________       16.   Mr. Armstrong bragged about his five children.       17.   The magician pulled a bird out of his  sleeve.       18.   The proud peacock displayed its feathers.       19.   The dental technician cleaned teeth with expertise.       20.   The sad clown wiped his eyes with an oversized handkerchief.       21.   The small airplane landed safely in the snowstorm.       22.   Alma  poured syrup over her waffle.       23.   Bette Davis won two Academy Awards for best actress in the 1930s.       24.   Most diamond crystals have eight sides.       25.   The giant octopus lives in the Pacific Ocean.       26.   Candy Lightner founded Mothers Against Drunk  Driving (MADD) in 1980.       27.   The skillful waitress carried four plates of food to the table.       28.   Latoya lit a candle after the power outage.       29.   The ball dropped in Times Square on New Year’s Eve.       30.   The rugged trail wound over hills and through a  thick forest.       31.   The comedian amused everyone in the audience.       32.   The elevator stopped on the tenth floor.       33.   The friendly dog barked happily.       34.   The chess champion challenged her rival to another match.       35.   The choir sang holiday  songs.       36.   In 1980, Mount St. Helens erupted in a huge blast.       37.   The drummer played a drum solo.       38.   Fred studied science and history in study hall.       39.   Water flooded the basement after the downpour.       40.   The boy grumbled about his  responsibility to take out the garbage.       41.   To Neal’s dismay, the teacher assigned homework over the weekend.       42.   The canoe floated peacefully in the large pond.    


