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Name  ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________     Lesson 74     Using Commas in Clauses and Compound Sentences         Use a   comma   before a coordinating conjunction such as  and, or,   or  but   when it joins main  clauses in a compound sentence.     My grandparents came to visit,  and   they brought me a present.     Ali may choose football,  or   he may prefer to play soccer.     Use a c omma to set off an adverb clause that comes at the beginning of a complex sentence.  Adverb clauses begin with subordinating conjunctions such as  after, although, as, because, before,  considering (that), if, since, so that, though, unless, until, when, wher e, whether,   and  while.     Unless a miracle happens , the Raiders will lose the game.     Do not use a comma with an adverb clause that comes at the end of a sentence.     Peter was late  because he stopped to help Kurt .           Exercise 1   Add commas where necessary. Wr ite  C   in the blank if the sentence is correct.     Diamonds are a beautiful gemstone ,   and they are the hardest natural  substance on Earth.         Since time began ,   diamonds have been highly - prized gemstones.       Gem diamonds are a lasting investment ,   and they grow more valuable with age.       Because they are very hard ,   diamonds are used as tools as well as ornaments.       4.   Most industrial diamonds are used as cutting tools.     5.   Impurities give a diamond off - color spots ,   or they cause a cloudy  appearance.       6.   These impurities lessen a diamond’s brilliance.       Diamonds with flaws are used in industry ,   but the more perfect ones become gems.         Though artificial diamonds have been produced synthetically ,   diamonds are rare natural  stones.         9.   The General Electric Company was the first to make synthetic diamonds and to use such stones  commercially.     Whether natural or synthetic ,   diamonds are formed of pure carbon.  
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Name  ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________     11.   Diamonds are formed deep in the earth ,   or synthetic ones are made in laboratories.         12.   Both kinds of diamonds are measured in metric units called  carats   becau se they are rather small.     13.   One metric carat equals one fifth of a gram.     14.   Gems are cut into various shapes with many sides.       15.   These sides are called  facets ,   and they enhance the gem’s brilliance.       Exercise 2   Add commas   where necessary. Use the delete (    ) symbol to eliminate commas  used incorrectly.     Although some exceptions exist ,   most gemstones are minerals, that can be     polished to become items of beauty.     1. Amethysts range from violet to purple in color ,   and these beautiful stones were used in both Greek and  Roman jewelry.     2. Although aquamarine is of the same family as the emerald ,   the abundance of aquamarine makes  it less valuable.     3. Copper carbonate is deep blue, and is found in most copper mines.     4. Bloodstone is a dark green quartz spotted with red jasper ,   and it is often used in rings.     5. Although it was once applied to any red stone ,   the name  carbuncle   refers to a garnet cut in a special way.     6. Cat’s - eye is found in a great range of colors ,   but its di stinctive mark is the streak or line through the middle ,   like a cat’s eye.     7. Whether it is used for earrings or pendants ,   the clear yellow citrine is very popular.     8. The pearl is not a true gemstone, because it comes from an oyster.     9. Both pearl, and coral ar e by - products of sea animals.     10. A brilliant deep - green emerald is very valuable, because it is very rare.     11. Although they are usually deep red ,   garnets can be found in almost any color except blue.     12. The Chinese have used jade for centuries ,   and Asian works of art often include huge jade carvings.  


