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Name  ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________     Lesson 73     Using Commas to Signal Pause or Separation         Use a   comma   to show a pause after an introductory word. Also use commas to separate three or  more items in a series.     No, I won’t be attending the meeting. (introductory word)     The cat jumped off the counter, landed on a throw rug, and skidded across the floor.  (seri es)     Use a comma after two or more introductory prepositional phrases, an introductory adverb  clause, an introductory participle, or an introductory participial phrase.     In the middle of winter,   a flower is an encouraging sight. (two  prepositional phrases)   Although we were cold,   we still had a good time. (adverb clause)     Remembering the open window,   Josh ran upstairs. (participial phrase)     Use commas to set off appositives that are not essential to the meaning of the sentence or to  set   off words that interrupt the flow of thought in a sentence.     Uncle Doug, Dad’s youngest brother, works for an insurance company.     (non - essential appositive)     Ice hockey, to be sure, can be a violent sport. (interruption)     Use commas to set off names in  direct address.     Charlene, you may begin.           Exercise 1   Add commas where necessary. Use the delete symbol (    ) to eliminate commas  used incorrectly. If the sentence is correct, write  C   in the blank.     To many people in the United States ,   autumn brings to mind one kind of tree.         From the Atlantic to the Mississippi ,   this beloved tree paints forests scarlet.       Leaf watchers come by car ,   bus ,   and bicycle to experience this tree’s beauty.       Attracted by the breathtaking reds ,   yellows ,   and oranges of this tree ,   tourists       begin taking in the sights around the middle of October.     4.   Yes, other trees also turn color in the fall.     5.   Ash ,   black cherry ,   oak ,   and sweet bun trees put on quite a show.  
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Name  ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________       However, only one tree ,   you understand ,   can wear so many different beautiful costumes.       Starting in September or October ,   this tree signals the beginning of autu mn.       Of course ,   this tree is the sugar maple.       The sugar maple is a favorite, because of its colorful leaves; furthermore, it has many other uses.       All maples ,   but especially the sugar maple ,   are important woods in furniture making.         Sugar maple wood is used to make chairs ,   tables ,   beds ,   and dressers.       Sugar maple ,   also known as rock or hard maple ,   is used in the manufacture of       floors ,   boxes ,   and crates.     13.   The wood of the sugar ma ple can also be made into veneer.       Veneer ,   a thin sheet of wood ,   is sliced from a tree trunk.       After the veneer is removed from the trunk, it can be glued, onto inexpensive       wood.     16.   Therefore, inexpensive wood can be made to look like  expensive wood.     17.   The round, and dense, crown of the sugar maple keeps buildings cool in hot       weather.     18.   Finally, the sugar maple is a favorite tree for yet another reason.     19.   Pancake and waffle eaters ,   please   tell us why the sugar maple is your favorite       tree!     20.   The sugar maple is, of course, the source of maple syrup.       Made from boiled - down sap ,   real maple syrup is a rare and delicious treat.       The sugar maple ,   known as  acer saccharum ,   is one of several t ypes of maples.       23.   Others include the red maple and the silver maple.     24.   The red maple turns red ,   yellow ,   and orange in the autumn.  


