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Write possessive, contraction, or plural to identify the type of noun in italics.
[image: ]possessive The Old West’s method of delivering mail was the Pony Express.
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Exercise 2 Underline the noun in parentheses that best completes each sentence.
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Name ___________________________________________________ Class _________ Date ____________________     Lesson 10     Nouns: Distinguishing Plurals,  Possessives, and Contractions         Some plural nouns and  possessive nouns sound alike, but their spellings and meanings  differ.     The  farmers   harvested the corn. (plural noun)     The  farmers’   harvests were plentiful. (plural possessive noun)     The  farmer’s   harvest is finished. (singular possessive noun)     A   contracti on   is a word made by combining two words into one by leaving out one or  more letters and adding an apostrophe.     Katarina’s   homework is perfect. (possessive)     Katarina’s   preparing for the test. (contraction of  Katarina is )  
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  1.   The Pony  Express’s   name comes from the mail carriers riding ponies.     2.   The  service’s   route stretched between St. Joseph, Missouri, and Sacramento,  California.     3.   The Pony Express was around in the early  1860s.     4.   Senator William H. Russell’s   freighting firm funded the Pony Expres s.     5.   Russell’s   better known than Senator Willam Gwin, the man who helped him.     6.   The mail  prices   once cost five dollars for a one - half - ounce letter.     7.   However, the  costs   soon dropped to only one dollar.     8.   The  rider’s   equipment included a special mailbag and sometimes a weapon.       9.   Some famous Pony Express  riders   included historical figures like “Buffalo Bill” Cody.     10.   Another of the  Express’s   famous riders was “Pony Bob” Haslam.     11.   It was amazing the way the  riders   could ch ange horses so quickly.  
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12.  As a result, the Pony  Express’s   average speed was two hundred miles  

 per day.  

13.  Although they faced many  troubles,   few riders were seriously hurt.  

14.  After the transcontinental telegraph opened, the Pony  Express shut  

 down in two  days.  

15.  The Pony Express — that’s   the basis for the modern American postal  

 system.  
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(Telephones, telephone’s) have  changed greatly over the past few years.       1.  Speaker (phones, phone’s) are already commonplace in some American homes.       2.  The cellular (phones, phone’s) mobility is very convenient.       3.  Many (satellites, satellite’s) have replaced familiar phone lines.       4.  Satellite  communication eliminates many (delays, delay’s).       5.  New (horizons, horizon’s) are upon us as we enter the twenty - first century.       6.  Telephones that include video (images, image’s) are already being perfected.       7.  These (videophones, videophone’s) may soon become s tandard communication.       8.  Many (computers, computer’s) regulate the phone lines.       9.  Business (executives, executives’) travels are simplified with this technology.       10.  Can you imagine the (problems, problem’s) people used to have with the old phones?       11.  Now  salespeople can show their (products, products’) on television.       1 2 .  Then, (payments, payment’s) can be completed over the phone.       13.  A regular telephone (visits, visit’s) a good cure for loneliness.       14.  Taking place over phone lines, online data (services, service’ s) connect people across the world.       15.  Soon, most people will have access to all (types, type’s) of communication.       16.  A (persons, person’s) going to be amazed at all the new possibilities.    


