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When a passage tells a story, it is called narration. Writers use narrative strategies to make their stories more vivid. They add movement to the story by describing characters doing things and moving from place to place. They use description—details that appeal to the five senses—to help the readers see the characters, the setting, and the action. Writers also create uncertainty in the reader’s mind about what will happen next, a technique known as suspense.

DIRECTIONS: Read the following excerpt from Anzia Yezierska’s novel, The  Bread Givers, in which the narrator, Sara, describes what happens when her sister Mashah is jilted by her fiancé, Jacob. Then answer the questions that follow.
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1   When Jacob didn’t come back that evening, Mashah tried to push it aside and tell us  it was so much business about the concert that he couldn’t come back. But we  ourselves had heard him tell her at the door that he would be sure back that evening.  And we kn ew it was a bad sign if he didn’t   come.   2     The next evening was the evening of the concert. And Mashah rushed into the  house with a frightened, worried look and asked anxiously if Jacob had come. She  looked at the clock. From six it went over to seven and th en to eight. As the hours  passed, she grew more and more   excited.   3   No Jacob. No  letter.  No   message.   4     I had heard Jacob tell Mashah where he was to give his concert, and I stole out of  the house and took the car   to the concert hall. At the front door I stopped, shaking  with excitement. There was Jacob  Novak’s  picture, as big as life, and under his  picture, his name, in big printed   letters.   5     I had no money for the ticket, so I stood at the side of the man who was collecting  the tickets, watching the crowd go in. When the first sounds of the music started, I  ran from that place as one runs from a house on fire. The hurt of the great wrong  burne d my flesh. How could that concert go on and Mashah not   there!   6   When I got back home Mashah was still waiting for   Novak.   7     The clock went on ticking the seconds, the minutes, the hours. Everyone went to  sleep. But still Mashah waited. At every sound, she lis tened for   him.   8     It was midnight. But Mashah still sat waiting for Jacob to come. “He will come. He  must come,” she kept talking to   herself.  
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9     Suddenly,   when   everyone   was   sound   asleep,   a   terrible   cry   tore   through   the   air —   the cry of somebody murdered with a knife — the choked bleeding wail of a dying,  broken   heart.   10     In one leap we rushed out of bed.  We  found Mashah   with her head on the window  sill, her whole body shaking with sobs — sobs that could not cease — and could not be  consoled. Like dumb things, we all cried with her — all through the   night.  
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1.   Look for   two sections where the writer uses suspense to show us  Mashah’s  feelings.  Identify these two sections in the space  below,  and explain what each one shows us  about  Mashah’s   feelings.               2.   What other narrative strategies does the author use to keep th e reader interested in the  story?   State   at   least   two   strategies,   and   identify   where   they   can   be   found.               3.   Which strategy plays the most important role in making the story interesting and  dramatic? Explain your   answer.              
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