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Name   Date             Lesson 14: Imagery and Motif  
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An  image , in literary terms, is a word or phrase that conjures up a mental picture, creating an emotional  response in t he r eader. The term  imagery   refers to any images that a work of literature contains or  suggests. Imagery is usually visual, calling up a mental picture, but it may also evoke a taste, sound, smell,  or any number of sensations. A  motif   is a recurring idea,  imag e, or group of images, that unifies a work of  literature.     DIRECTIONS:  Read the following poem by E.J. Pratt, titled  “The Shark. ” As you read,   think about  the images the poet creates with his word choices. Then answer the questions on the next page.  
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Th e Shark     by E.J. Pratt                                  

Copyright © The McGraw - Hill Companies, Inc.  

  1   He seemed to know the harbor, So  leisurely he swam;     His fin,     Like a piece of sheet - iron,     5   Three - cornered, And  with knife - edge, Stirred  not a bubble As it  moved     Wi th i ts base - line on the water.     10   His body was tubular  And tapered     And smoke - blue,     And as he passed the wharf He  turned,     15   And snapped at a flat - fish That  was dead and floating. And I saw  the flash of a white throat,     And a double row of white teeth, And  ey es o f metallic grey,     20   Hard and narrow and slit.     Then out of the harbour, With that three - cornered fin, Shearing without a bubble  the water Lithely,     25   Leisurely, He  swam —   That  strange fish,     Tubular, tapered, smoke - blue,  Part vulture, part wolf,     30   Part neit her — for his blood was cold.        
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1.   Identify at least three phrases that are particularly effective in creating a visual image of the shark.  Explain why you found these particular ph rase s so striking.                                       2.   Read over the poem once more. Do you see any similarity between the various images used to  describe the shark? Select three related images and identify the common motif that they represent.                                         3.   Based on the imagery he uses, what feelings do you think the poet wants to evoke in the reader toward his  subject matter?                                


